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Fundraising  is  one  of  the  most 
delicate  and  important  responsibili¬ 
ties  in  a  campaign.  Funds  can  be 
raised  in  a  variety  of  ways-including 
personal  solicitation,  sale  of  items  or 
tickets  for  dinners  and  other  events, 
mass  collections,  solicitation  through 
advertising  media,  direct  mail  or  leaf¬ 
let  drops,  subscriptions  to  member¬ 
ship  organizations  and  many  other 
methods. 

State  law  requires  candidates, 
political  committees  and,  in  some 
cases,  individuals  to  keep  full  and 
accurate  records  of  financial  trans¬ 
actions  and  to  file  periodic  public 
records  of  such  information.  Since 
the  record  keeping  of  fundraising 
is  so  closely  governed  by  state 
law,  there  are  a  few  simple  rules  you 
should  keep  in  mind.  This  bro¬ 
chure  is  not  a  complete  or  fully 
detailed  digest,  but  an  overview 
intended  to  help  in  understanding 
the  basic  responsibilities  under  the 
law. 

For  authoritative  guidance  con¬ 
cerning  all  areas  of  fundraising, 
reference  to  actual  statutory  lan¬ 
guage  and  to  the  State  Board  of  Elec¬ 
tions  Rules  and  Regulations  should 
be  made,  and  consultation  with  pro¬ 
fessional  legal  counsel  is  encouraged. 
Additionally,  assistance  from  the 
State  Board  of  Elections  or  other 
governmental  authorities,  where  jur¬ 
isdiction  exists,  is  recommended. 


WHAT  IS  A  CONTRIBUTION  UN¬ 
DER  THE  LAW? 


1.  A  gift,  subscription,  donation, 
dues,  loan,  advance  or  deposit 
of  money  or  anything  of  value 
knowingly  received  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  nomination  for 
election,  or  election  of  any 
person  to  public  office,  or  in 
connection  with  any  question 
of  public  policy. 

2.  The  purchase  of  tickets  for 
fundraising  events,  including 
but  not  limited  to  dinners, 
luncheons,  cocktail  parties,  and 
rallies  made  in  connection  with 
any  question  of  public  policy. 

3.  A  transfer  of  funds  between 
political  committees. 

4.  The  services  of  an  employee 

donated  by  an  employer,  in 

which  case  the  contribution 

shall  be  listed  in  the  name  of 
the  employer,  except  that  any 
individual  services  provided 
voluntarily  and  without  prom¬ 
ise  or  expectation  of  compen¬ 
sation  from  any  source  shall  not 
be  deemed  a  contribution. 

WHAT  IS  NOT  A  CONTRIBUTION? 

1.  The  use  of  real  or  personal 

property  and  the  cost  of  in¬ 
vitations,  food  and  beverage, 
voluntarily  provided  by  an  in¬ 
dividual  in  rendering  voluntary 
personal  services  on  the  individ¬ 
ual’s  residential  premises  for 
candidate  related  activities; 


provided  the  value  of  the  ser¬ 
vice  provided  does  not  exceed 
an  aggregate  of  $150  in  a  re¬ 
porting  period. 

2.  The  sale  of  food  or  beverage  by 
a  vendor  for  use  in  a  candi¬ 
dates  campaign  at  a  charge 
less  than  the  normal  compar¬ 
able  charge,  if  such  charge  is 
at  least  equal  to  the  cost  of 
such  food  or  beverage  to  the 
vendor. 

ARE  MASS  COLLECTIONS  PER¬ 
MITTED? 

Mass  Collections  are  permitted 
under  the  Act;  however,  if  a  person 
contributes  more  than  $20  to  a 
mass  collection  the  full  name,  ad¬ 
dress,  and  total  amount  given  by  that 
individual  must  be  obtained. 

ARE  ANONYMOUS  CONTRIBU¬ 
TIONS  PERMITTED? 

No  person  shall  make  an  anon¬ 
ymous  contribution  or  a  contri¬ 
bution  in  the  name  of  another  per¬ 
son,  and  no  person  shall  know¬ 
ingly  accept  an  anonymous  contri¬ 
bution  or  contribution  made  by 
one  person  in  the  name  of  another 
person.  Anonymous  contributions 
shall  escheat  to  the  State  of  Illinois. 
Any  political  committee  that  re¬ 
ceives  such  contribution  shall  for¬ 
ward  it  immediately  to  the  State 
T  reasurer. 


WHAT  PROHIBITIONS  EXIST? 


No  contribution  shall  be  accepted 
or  expenditure  made,  by  or  on  be¬ 
half  of  a  political  committee  at  a 
time  when  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  chairman  or  treasurer  of 
that  committee.  No  expenditure 
shall  be  made  for  or  on  behalf  of  a 
political  committee  without  the  au¬ 
thorization  of  its  chairman  or 
treasurer,  or  their  designated  agents. 

Fundraisers  are  usually  good 
salesmen.  When  “selling”  your 
candidate  remember  it  is  illegal  to 
promise  any  Government  benefit, 
employment  or  appointment  for  a 
contribution.  It  is  also  illegal  to  co¬ 
erce  anyone  into  making  contri¬ 
butions  by  physical  force,  threatened 
loss  of  employment  or  any  other 
means. 

LITERATURE  -  SOLICITING 
FUNDS 

Any  State  Political  Committee 
shall  include  on  the  face  or  front 
page  of  all  literature  and  advertise¬ 
ments  soliciting  funds  the  following 
notice: 

“A  copy  of  our  report  filed  with 
the  State  Board  of  Elections  is  (or 
will  be)  available  for  purchase  from 
the  State  Board  of  Elections,  Spring- 
field,  Illinois.” 


Any  Local  Political  Committee 
shall  include  on  the  face  or  front 
page  of  all  literature  and  advertise¬ 
ments  soliciting  funds  the  following 
notice: 

“A  copy  of  our  report  filed  with 
the  County  Clerk  is  (or  will  be) 
available  for  purchase  from  the 
County  Clerk  (address),  Illinois." 

Any  political  committee  which 
solicits  or  receives  contributions  or 
makes  expenditures  on  behalf  of  any 
candidate  that  is  not  authorized  in 
writing  to  do  so  shall  include  a 
notice  on  the  face  or  front  page 
of  all  literature  and  advertisements 
published  and  following  all  commer¬ 
cial  broadcasts,  in  connection  with 
such  candidates  campaign  by  such 
committee  or  on  its  behalf,  stating 
that  the  committee  is  not  authorized 
by  such  candidate  and  that  such 
candidate  is  not  responsible  for  the 
activities  of  such  committee. 

WHAT  RECORDS  MUST  BE  KEPT? 

State  law  requires  candidates  and 
committees  to  report: 

(1)  in  summary  form,  the  totals 
of  all  contributions  and  other 
receipts  as  well  as  expenditures; 

(2)  by  item,  all  transfers  of  funds 
to  and  from  other  politi¬ 
cal  committees; 

(3)  by  item,  all  contributions  and 
other  sources  of  income  as  well 
as  expenditures  aggregating  over 
$150  during  a  reporting  period. 


In  addition,  candidates  and  com¬ 
mittees  must  keep  in-house  records 
of  all  individual  contributions  over 
$20. 

To  assist  the  campaign  or  com¬ 
mittee  treasurer  in  keeping  accurate 
records  it  is  important  to  secure 
needed  information  at  the  time 
when  contributions  are  received. 
When  soliciting  or  receiving  funds, 
always  obtain  the  full  name,  resi¬ 
dence  address  and  ZIP  code,  and  the 
date  of  the  contribution.  Be  sure  to 
forward  all  money  and  information 
pertaining  to  the  contribution  to  the 
treasurer  of  your  political  committee 
immediately  upon  receipt. 

Any  contribution  of  $500  or 
more  received  within  29  days  of  the 
election  must  be  reported  by  the 
committee  treasurer  within  2  busi¬ 
ness  days  of  receipt  to  the  State 
Board  of  Elections  and/or  the 
County  Clerk. 

All  funds  of  a  political  committee 
shall  be  segregated  from,  and  may 
not  be  commingled  with,  any  per¬ 
sonal  funds  of  officers,  members, 
or  associates  of  such  committee. 

WHAT  TAX  BENEFITS  ARE 
THERE? 

Subject  to  IRS  rules  and  guide¬ 
lines,  individuals  who  have  given  to 
candidates  and  committees  are  eli¬ 
gible  to  receive  a  limited  tax  credit 
or  deduction  for  their  contributions. 
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Beginning  in  1979,  the  tax  credit  for 
political  or  newsletter  fund  contri¬ 
butions  is  increased  to  a  maximum 
of  $50  for  a  single  person  or  a  married 
person  filing  separately  ($100  if 
married,  filing  a  joint  return).  You 
will  not  be  able  to  claim  an  itemized 
deduction  for  political  or  newsletter 
fund  contributions  made  after  1978. 

ARE  THERE  ANY  FEDERAL 
FUNDRAISING  LAWS? 

If  you  are  raising  funds  that  are 
to  be  spent  in  any  federal  campaign, 
you  should  contact  the  Federal 
Election  Commission  for  a  copy  of 
their  rules  and  regulations. 

Federal  Election  Commission 
1325  K.  Street,  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20463 
(800)  424-9530 


For  more  information,  complete 
guidelines,  and  Rules  and  Regula¬ 
tions  as  set  forth  by  the  Board,  con¬ 
tact  the: 

Illinois  State  Board  of  Elections 
1020  South  Spring  Street 
Springfield,  Illinois  62704 
(217)  782-4141 

or 

201  North  Wells,  Suite  500 
Chicago,  Illinois  60606 
312/793-6440 

ISSUED  BY  THE 
Illinois  State  Board  of  Elections 


